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Talking Points for President's Discussions with Nguyen dinh Thuan 



At the end of the Vice President's successful visit to 
Viet-Nam President Diem said he would send Nguyen dinh Thuan, 
Secretary of State to the Presidency in Charge of Security 
Coordination, to i/ashington with a substantive letter to 
President Kennedy containing President Diem's views on 
additional assistance which Diem feels Viet-Nam will need to 
stop the Communists, 

Points Thuan May Raise 


A request for a 100,000 man increase in the armed forces 
(plus cost estimates) above the 20,000 increase already agreed; 

Some suggestions for long range economic planning assistance. 

Diem evidently does not want US troops at present but thinks 
an increase in KAAG up to one thousand above the present number (778) 
would be useful. 

Points President Should Raise 


After having noted the contents of President Diem's letter, 
the President may wish to bring up: 

1. his long standing support for Vietnamese independence; 

2, the courage and determination of the Vietnamese under 
President Diem to resist Communism and how much this impressed 
Vice President Johnson on his recent trip; 

3* our determination to support Viet-Nam in a struggle which 
will continue to require sacrifice and cooperation by Viet-Nam 
and the United States; 

U. our belief that recent increases in aid are taking effect 
and that without prejudging decisions on further increases, these 
should be based on the findings of the Special Financial Group which 
will be leaving Washington June 17 under the capable direction of 
Dr. Eugene Staley; 
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5 . ask Thuan to recapitulate President Dienes views on 
US assistance since the President is particularly desirous of 
understanding them fully so that we can move fast with a strong 
program tailored to Vietnamese and US interests; 

6. ask for Diem*s views on the defense of Southeast Asia* 


(Thuan and Ambassador Nolting have agreed that Thuan should discuss 
these matters f ully in Washington, but that final agreements 
should be negotiated in Saigon*) 



